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acquiring land for public works, and then for obtaining statu-
tory permission without the expense or delay of a private bill.
But in the face of this new problem of permanent unemploy-
ment, it was of little avail that schemes amounting to
£200,000,000 had been approved by 1930. The May committee
on national expenditure pointed out in 1931 that £1,000,000
sufficed to provide work for only 4,000 men for only one year.
And it added the platitude that maintenance cost less than
work unless the work was such that it would have been of
economic value at any time. The development (loan guarantees
and grants) act under which the St. Davids committee was
functioning was therefore allowed to expire in 1932. And
because public works had failed as a cure for permanent
depression in a few trades, they were abandoned as a
palliative for a cyclical depression that touched a great many
trades.
This condemnation was too sweeping to last. By 1935 the
lowness of interest rates and the return of business confidence
encouraged the taking in hand of housing and transport
improvement that had been passed by as too costly during
the 'twenties. Idle capital and idle labour tended to come
together. And it was easy and inexpensive for government to
stimulate this process in the replanning of urban centres, the
acceleration of suburban travel, and the improvement of the
railways, though they got cold feet when they thought of
land-drainage. The teaching of Mr. Keynes and the preaching
of Mr. Lloyd George, the ambitions of the Americans and the
achievements of the Swedes, all combined to resurrect the
hope that an extra dose of public works might at least help us
out of the cyclical disturbances into which a regular amount
of public works did not prevent us from falling.
Here was support for the natural tendency of the unsophis-
ticated both in and out of office to look round and see what
there was that wanted doing but had hitherto been put on
one side as too expensive. But this planless search through the
highways and byways and pigeon-holes of an advanced
country like ours never yielded so large a crop of jobs that

